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Part 1: The basic questions

Part 1: The basics

1



2

What is worrying you?

From my reading of the campaigning so far the following topics seem
to be the main issues.

• Democratic deficit
• Appropriate areas to legislate
• Budget contribution
• Immigration
• Keeping the peace
• Free movement
• What happens after Brexit

Did I miss any?
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Democracy

The two main complaints about democratic processes in the EU are
about loss of sovereignty in the national sphere and lack of influence at
the EU level.
//www.thinglink.com/card/
786215300872798210

Click to see on ThingLink

Click on the image to get a clickable version

Sovereignty

Individual member states of the EU have lost sovereignty over their
lawmaking and over key areas such as migration policy. Every time a
state signs up to an international agreement, it loses sovereignty. The
key point is whether that loss of sovereignty is worth the expected
benefits of signing up to the treaty. Some would argue that it is difficult
to operate alone in a globalised world. And if the UK were to exit
the EU it would still be party to many international agreements where
it gives up sovereignty in exchange for concrete benefits or simply
building up its reputation as a responsible and dependable member of
the international community.

A great deal of the legislation is required by membership of other
organisations such as the World Trade Organisation and the United
Nations Economic Commission in Europe and in these cases, the EU
is standardising across member states what would be required anyway.
So some argue that the EU is not needed as a middleman.
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On the specific issue of migration, approximately half the immigration
into the UK is not regulated by the EU and therefore under the UK’s
control. So in theory, immigration could be halved and still meet the
requirements of EU freedom of movement. In practice, it is doubtful
that the UK would want to jeopardise the income that it gets from
international students which account for a substantial part of the
immigrants to the UK. See more on the topic of immigration to the
UK here.

Influence within EU

Council of the European Union

These are the ministers of the individual member states and which
minister attends is dependent on the area being discussed. So for
example, finance ministers meet to discuss financial matters. In some
countries, their minister’s position is discussed in the national
parliament first. This does not happen in the case of the UK but could
be included as an additional safeguard that ministers are fighting for
what the national parliament wants. The Council of the European
Union suggests new legislation which must then be worked out in
detail by the Commission and agreed by the European Parliament.

European Commission

The EC is the civil service of the EU. They ensure that the EU is
functioning as intended and do the work of creating the legislation
which is proposed by the Council of Ministers. These proposals will
come from the suggestions of individual member states but also from
above, such as the United Nations Economic Commission in
Europe, UNECE which aims to facilitate trade in 56 member states
that include the US and Canada! This makes it easier to understand
why the EU is working on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership, TTIP, with the US.

The EU is supposed to legislate only in areas where supranational
policy makes sense, such as pollution and animal migration, that do not
respect borders. This principle of subsidiarity, that issues are decided
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as locally as possible, was strengthened when the new Commission
president took office at the end of 2014 where he outlined 10 areas of
priority.

This means that the EU should not be concerning itself with areas
outside of these priority topics.

10 priorities

The European Parliament

The Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) are directly elected
by the people of each member state. The UK has 10% of the total
number of MEPs and therefore potentially a great deal of influence if
they worked together. MEPs vote on suggested legislation that comes
from the Commission. They do not propose legislation but no EU
legislation can be approved without their support. They may amend or
reject legislation.

You can follow how your MEPs are voting, for example here is Nigel
Farage’s record and voting in general in the EP here.

Just as in national parliaments, MEPs tend to group together in like-
minded blocks eg all the socialist parties together. These blocks then
tend to work out how they should vote on specific issues. There are
complaints that some MEPs just blindly follow the recommendations
of their groupings. There are also complaints that not enough time is
allocated to discussing each vote.

The European Ombudsman

If you have a complaint about how the EU is affecting you, you can
lodge a complaint to the Ombudsman by sending an email.

The European Citizen’s Initiative

If you can gather one million signatures, you can force the EU to
consider a topic of concern to you. Since this was introduced in
2009 there have been successful petitions about vivisection, water and
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sanitation. Currently open is an initiative to stop so much plastic
getting into the sea. And you can start your own petition here.

Information by freephone

Ring 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 and ask anything about the EU
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Appropriate levels

Why should something be decided at EU level rather than national
level?

People have questioned what the EU should be concerning itself with
and over the years this has been made clearer and clearer. In the early
1990’s the principle of subsidiarity was enshrined in new EU treaties.

Generally speaking what the EU can and cannot do is limited by its
treaties. New treaties have added, deleted and made clearer what the
EU is allowed to legislate on.

Subsidiarity

The word means that decisions should be taken at the lowest level
possible. So if an issue has no effects beyond a country’s border then
it should be a national decision not an EU decision. All proposed EU
laws are examined to make sure that they really are needed at an EU
level and covered by the treaties before they go forward for agreement.

Priorities

Even though the EU may legislate in many areas, they have recently
decided to concentrate their efforts on 10 priority areas. This should
lead to fewer complaints about overstepping their competence.

10 priorities

Balance of competences

The UK government recently examined all the main areas where

7



the EU has legislated to evaluate whether there is the right balance
between national and EU legislation. Obviously some areas for
improvement were found but generally it was agreed that the balance
between national and EU legislation was about right. The reports
are available here. Warning! Long read… but they include all the
opinions, both critical and supportive.

Case study

The Common Fisheries Policy

Fishing towns have been in decline for many years and many of the
fishermen accuse the EU CFP as the cause of that decline. Over the
years the CFP has changed from being a one size fits all policy across
the whole of the EU to a more regional based set of policies that are
based on fishing areas. This will not halt the decline of the fishing
industry which is happening on a global scale anyway, but it should
better help to make sure that fishing stocks recover more quickly so
that the EU has a sustainable fishing policy. After all, no fish, no fishing
industry. The UK is in a special position though since it has the largest
potential for fishing around its coasts and this potential was pooled
when it joined the EU. Even so, the fish do not respect boundaries and
the UK would have to negotiate with neighbouring countries anyway
to assure fishing stocks because the fish do not recognise either a 12
mile or 200 mile territorial water boundary.

You can learn more about the CFP here where you can see that politics
tends to win over science. The article makes the case for leaving the

EU to ensure more efficient decision-making. Note that political also
means democratic. So many complain that the EU is undemocratic but
in this case it is the consultation and negotiation (ie democratic process)
that slows down decisions. The CFP is still therefore one of the weakest
areas of cooperation.
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Budget

The discussion around the UK’s contribution to the EU centres
around:

1. Forgetting that although the UK pays to the EU, the EU
also pays a great deal back to the UK in concrete grants,
loans and funding. This is before you take account of the
increased trade generated by being in the EU.
2. Forgetting that under most of the Brexit options such as
Norway option or the Swiss option, if the UK wants to
retain its access to the Single Market then it will have to pay
a contribution though it will be less than as a full member.
3. Forgetting that, if the UK chooses the most isolationist
option, the so-called WTO option, then it will have to make
good lost payments to farmers, the regions and so on and so
it will not be true that the amount can all go to the NHS. It
is unlikely that the current government would want to use
any windfall money on the NHS anyway since it is
committed to reducing the size of public sector.

To find out more use the interactive below or see its original
context here.
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/
HTMLDocs/dvc332/share%20of%20budget/
stackedbar/index.html
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Immigration

Many BREXIT voters are motivated by the feeling that being a
member of the EU has led to uncontrolled immigration and that
leaving the EU will significantly reduce it.

Many
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• over-estimate the level of immigration
• feel that it is too easy to get into the UK
• see immigrants as mostly a burden, either because they are

enjoying social benefits or taking jobs from Britons, or
driving down wages

• think there are too many refugees
• think that restricting immigration will automatically result

in a fall of net immigration

So what are the facts?

Immigrants currently make up 12.4% of the UK population.

The UK is not part of the Schengen area of passport-less free
movement. Everyone arriving in the UK has to show a valid passport.
Passports are checked against the European database to see if the bearer
is wanted by the police. EU citizens have a right to stay in the UK for
three months if they are looking for a job and indefinite rights to stay
when/if they do have a job.

Most immigrants come to work or study as the graph from the Office
of National Statistics shows. Research shows that immigrants tend to
be younger and working and draw on state benefits less than native
Britons. And if you come to study you have to show that you have
sufficient funds to support yourself during your course. The numbers
coming to work usually vary with the strength of the economy with
more coming when there is a strong demand for labour and less at
other times. This is how the economic system is supposed to work.

Immigration 11
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Refugees accounted for 6% of immigration in 2015 (not 6% of the
population but 6% of the immigrant population, ie 6% of 12% which
is much less than 1% of the total UK population). If you want to
know more about refugees see chapter 8 in North’s book. Basically
the number of refugees varies with the conflicts in the world, some of
which are a result of Britain’s foreign policy.

Immigration or net migration?

Net migration = Immigration – emigration

Although the numbers leaving the UK have overall been increasing,
so has the number coming to Britain and the gap between those two
has been growing wider, hence the rise. Generally UK politicians do
not seek to influence emigration, only immigration. Therefore net
immigration is dependent on one factor that CAN be influenced and
one factor that cannot.

The number of immigrants coming from non-EU countries is about
the same as the number coming from the EU, with India, China, USA
and Australia accounting for the majority.
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Fewer immigrants after BREXIT?

According to North, it is unlikely that we would see big changes in
immigration for various reasons:

1. Existing EU immigrants could not easily be deported as
this would be retro-active which is against standard legal
procedure. This goes for UK emigrants to other EU
countries too.
2. If the UK adopts a Norway solution (free trade agreement
with the EU), then free movement is an unavoidable
condition of free trade.
3. 50% of current immigration is non-EU so would not be
affected by BREXIT
4. Large-scale deportations of immigrants, whether EU or
not, would be politically very damaging for the UK
especially if it is trying to position itself as a leading global
economic player.

And I would add that although students are classed as immigrants, they
are in fact customers of a very lucrative UK export which is education.
This is worth billions to the UK each year and is therefore unlikely
to be curtailed. Aggressive immigration control such as this type of
experience does not do much for international marketing of the UK as
a welcoming choice for students.

North does make a good point about the process by which UK
organisations find it cheaper to employ EU staff than to train their
own. His recommendation to exert stricter control over sub-standard
cheap accommodation where these migrants live is a good one. And I
would add some requirement to offer training places for likely future
labour demand, although interestingly, the UCL study frames this lack
of training as a saving saying EU immigrant workers:

have endowed the country with productive human capital
that would have cost the UK £6.8bn in spending on
education.
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Again though, I can’t see why this can’t be done anyway, while the UK
remains within the EU.

What’s the verdict?

There is a great deal of anger about immigration. I would argue that
a great deal of this anger is looking at the wrong cause. Some of it is
about lack of integration, though this is normally not directed at EU
immigrants, therefore leaving the EU won’t address this.

Some of it is about the overuse of public facilities and “stealing our
jobs” even though immigration ebbs and flows with the economy
so if jobs are scarce, there are fewer immigrants and I have already
mentioned research showing that immigrants have been a net financial
benefit to the UK.

I had an interesting Facebook conversation a few months ago which
started with somebody’s rant against immigrants in the UK and which,
after I stuck with it, refuting factual errors and trying to find the source
of the anger eventually led to the underlying reason. In this case it
was the extended pension age for women in the UK, which my chat
partner blamed on the immigrants as she was close to retirement and
had just seen her likely date of retirement recede by several years,
And yet the immigrants and the EU are not the reason for the austerity
package which led to extended working lives for women. Rather it
is the collapse of the global economic system in 2008 and the policy
instrument chosen by the last two British governments for dealing
with this global phenomenon whose symptoms we continue to see, for
example in the recently released Panama Papers.
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So there is no reason to expect any or much reduction in immigration
as a result of leaving the EU. If that is your main reason for voting
to leave then you should probably look for another more compelling
reason.

Sources:

R North, ‘Flexcit: The market solution to leaving the EU’ Free 2016

ONS A recent history of international migration

Immigration 15
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UCL Positive Economic Impact of UK Immigration from the EU
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Free movement

I do believe that many people think the referendum is mostly about
immigration. Some dare to say so, while others couch their worries in
terms of strain on public services. There are good reasons for saying
that immigration goes up and down with the economic cycle, so
that increasing immigration is a sign of economic strength, and good
reasons also for pointing out that immigrants create additional demand
for businesses in Britain and help to fill the coffers of public finances
through taxation.
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Peace

This is one of those fluffy topics which is easy to dismiss because it is
difficult to show any concrete proof that it has worked or is working.
Absence of war by itself can always be argued to be coincidental.

But consider that the EU has its origins in a plan to make former
enemies so interdependent that they would never consider going to
war against each other again.

Therefore the EU is at base, a peace plan. Leavers often say that all we
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need is a trade agreement, nothing more (well perhaps a few common
standards too). But the history of the EU explains why it is much more
than just a trade agreement. The fact that it is a peace plan is what
makes the EU unique and not comparable to other trade pacts such
as NAFTA and ASEAN. Don’t forget that the EU was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2012, for its contribution to “over six decades…
of the advancement of peace and reconciliation, democracy and human
rights in Europe.” Yes, it may have been politically motivated but there
must be some truth in the claim.

What about NATO?

Some people argue that it is NATO that has kept the peace. But
NATO is a defensive organisation armed only with weapons.In fact,
in some areas of the world NATO is not seen as defensive at all but
as the aggressor. Long before you get to the stage of armies (or their
technological proxies) facing each other off, there has been a human
breakdown in communication. And this is part of what the EU tries
to do; to promote interaction, contact, communication, collaboration,
cooperation and any other C-word that you could care to come up
with!

Our insurance for peace

Peace-building is a process that requires active construction which is
what the EU tries to promote by financing international projects in
research and education at all levels. Peace-building needs to happen at
a person to person level as well as at an inter-organisational level and
international diplomatic level. As Churchill said:

to jaw jaw is better than to war war

For me, the peace-building trumps financial cost to a very large degree.
Think of it as insurance. I also think that the EU needs to do more
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in this area especially in the area of increased migration (including but
not restricted to refugees and asylum seekers). The more we can get to
know each other and involve each other in our ordinary lives, the less
conflict there will be.

No, nobody can prove that the lack of wars between EU countries
is proof that the EU works. But if you want to vote leave then I
challenge you to explain how you will ensure these fluffy contacts will
be maintained, encouraged and increased because they are vital.
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Post-Brexit
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Part 2: The blog posts

Part 2: The blog posts
In chronological order.

Oldest first (started in February 2016)
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Grand EU vision wanted!

Do you know how there are certain things that people say that stick
with you? For me, one of those was when I was taking a short course
on the EU at Aarhus Business School in the late nineties. Our lecturer
invited a retired EU interpreter to talk to us and his telling of the arrival
of the British to the table is one I have yet to forget.

He was talking about Margaret Thatcher’s first attendance at a
European Commission meeting and told us that there were huge
expectations from the other member states that now something
momentous and positive would happen because the Brits were on
board.
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This was after the UK accession in 1973 and the UK referendum on
membership in 1975 which gave overwhelming support to remaining
in Europe and after which Roy Jenkins said

It puts the uncertainty behind us. It commits Britain to
Europe; it commits us to playing an active, constructive and
enthusiastic role in it.

But instead of leading with a powerful vision of what Europe could
be, the special pleading continued, for refunds and exceptions, and has
continued ever since.

I was left with the impression from the interpreter that the British never
realised what was expected of them and have continued to disappoint
ever since. The latest ‘renegotiation’ by David Cameron seems to be
just another in a long line of special pleading, rather than being able to
see a wider, grander vision that could benefit all EU members.

It seems odd to join a club and then expect the club to change its rules
to suit you without giving much back.

But what hope for the British MEPs to be part of a grander vision when
the majority of them are UKIP whose only position is to leave Europe?
A few years ago I did a bit of lobbying for extended voting rights and
this involved writing to ‘my’ UKIP MEP. He replied (thank you) but
did not answer the question and ended by saying that he hoped he
wouldn’t have to respond to this type of correspondance in the future
as he was standing in the national elections. This was hardly satisfying
and seemed a betrayal of the public service function which an elected
official should display.

If the UK referendum does deliver a YES, then the job is not done. We
need everyone in the EU, including the Brits, to fix what’s broken and
to articulate a really inspiring vision that we can all sign up to.

Originally posted on LinkedIn
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On the bright side

On June 24th my life could get immeasurably more complicated and
uncertain if the referendum on whether to stay in the European Union
goes in the wrong direction. As a British immigrant who has lived in
Denmark for over 23 years I do not have a vote since that right runs
out after 15 years away.

So I am watching the campaigning very carefully even though it is
likely to ratchet up a few notches once the official organisations for
each side have been agreed. The impression I get so far:

Leave

Campaigners to leave the EU paint a picture of much greater freedom
from EU legislation which will allow economic growth and a brake on
uncontrolled immigration.

Stay

The remain side has been dubbed Project Fear because they warn of
the downsides such as economic uncertainty and understaffed hospitals
and schools after all the EU employees have been sent packing.
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Voters

On the one hand they are already fed up with the column inches
devoted to the issue and on the other polls show people saying they
would like more information. This seems to mean fewer slanging
matches on TV and a nice clear leaflet through the door showing the
pros and cons.

The Fourth Estate

There are accusations that the BBC, the major news organisation in the
UK, is treading far too cautiously on the issue because its charter is up
for renewal soon and the Minister in charge of those negotiations is a
prominent member of the Leave campaign.

Me

What can I do, with no vote but a huge stake in the outcome?

The latest show in our podcast Absolutely Intercultural talks with a
Jordanian life coach who describes the effect of positive language both
on the speaker and those they speak with. Issa Assaf explains that if you
use the language of victimhood rather than that of leadership, the stage
is set for you to see and feel yourself as a helpless victim. The dubbing
of the Remain campaign as Project Fear got me wondering if it would
be possible to campaign to stay in a positive way.

As I see it, if you see the European Union as a mostly positive
organisation, then leaving it would obviously be a bad thing and so it
is not surprising that the Remain campaign paints a bleak picture of
leaving, since that is the question: Leave or Stay. But I wondered if it
would be possible to re-frame the issues that are emerging as important
to voters in a positive light for the Remain campaign? In fact it turned
out to be very difficult, at least for me, when I tried to create a short
quiz, where the idea is to pick the most positive answer!

Take a look below (sorry can’t embed in WordPress.com). How did I
do? Can you think of more, better, shorter questions and answers?
http://quizrevolution.com/QR2/go/227222
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So can we look forward to more positive campaigning?
The Remain side does need to continuously fact check the Leave
campaign and this will lead to more negative campaigning. But
perhaps they could also include some more good news stories about
how the EU has made exporting easier, given opportunities to all
sorts of people, not just university students, to study and get work
experience to broaden their perspective and how law enforcement
agencies across Europe have been able to work together. And more
signs with yellow stars please! How about starting with the newly
renamed Crossrail as Elizabeth Line in London, one of Boris (Leave
supporter) Johnson’s crown jewels in his time as Mayor of London?

But in the meantime, if you could improve my quiz, I would be very
grateful!

On the bright side 29
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Leave a comment

Originally posted on my website.
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Does the unravelling of the EU start today?

… and would it matter?

31



Those advocating that the UK leave the EU paint a gentlemanly
picture of calm and friendly negotiations of a new free trade agreement
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with the remaining 27 members. But this fails to account for the huge
influence the British vote will have on the rest of the EU.

It is ironic that while a major plank of the Leave campaign is that
Britain has no or little influence on EU affairs, that a British exit could
easily signal the unravelling of the EU. Apologies for playing into the
Project Fear camp but the other EU member states will have a huge
interest in the UK vote and will not sit on their hands and just watch
the show.

Today , April 6th, the Dutch will almost certainly vote no to allowing
Ukraine to have an association agreement with the European Union.
Ukraine is not a new EU member state. This is just an agreement for
freer trade.

The Dutch were part of the original 6 founder members of what is now
the EU but which dates back to 1951 and today’s vote is viewed as a
proxy for what the Dutch think of the EU. Even if it is a yes, it will be
close.

A British exit will give the green light to the many populist and
nationalist movements growing all around Europe. The Netherlands,
Denmark, Poland and the Czech Republic are all likely candidates for
calling for In/Out EU votes.

No, Britain is most definitely not an island in this case.

In a couple of weeks, not far from where I live, the anti-EU party of
Denmark holds a meeting to discuss Brexit and TPP. Their rallying
cry is to demand a similar referendum in Denmark. And this will be
replicated all over Denmark and throughout the rest of the EU.

And so the cosy Free Trade Agreement envisaged by the Leave
campaign will encompass a smaller and smaller EU. How could it not
when Britain is such a key member of the European Union? What
Britain will be doing is leading the way, giving the moral authority to
leave and therefore it will become even more acceptable for other EU
member states to consider the same route.

Does the unravelling of the EU start today? 33
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And so we will be back where we started in the 1930s: a disparate
collection of fiercely nationalist nations with much reduced incentive
to work together.

This all seems like I am making an argument for less democracy,
another major issue of the Leave campaign, but I believe that we
are blaming the EU for problems it did not create, namely conflicts,
climate change disruptions and a global economic system in crisis.

All of these need to be addressed at a supranational level.

I am not optimistic that people will stop blaming the EU for these
problems. I believe that we need to ensure our education is much more
global in scope but that probably won’t happen in time for this current
round. I was shocked when speaking with a well-known Australian
global educator recently and she noted how Europeans only seemed to
want to work with other Europeans.

So we do need Europe, but we need an outward-looking Europe.

And an outward-looking UK which is not just arguing whether they
will each be £250 per year better off or not after BREXIT.

Please feel free to correct my logic.

Originally posted on LinkedIn
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Money-laundering?

or how the UK gets money for cross-border collaborations?

It’s too late. The damage is done. Daniel Hannan, MEP, has a much
greater reach than me (obviously) and I know that facts never swayed
a political argument.
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Hannan’s article in the Spectator alerts us to corruption and cronyism
afoot.

The great and good urging us to vote ‘in’ have been bought
off by Brussels

Reading further we find:

Hundreds of millions are handed out to mega-charities,
pressure groups, think tanks, multinationals, councils and
NGOs

Now this sounds really bad. What is going on here?

Hannan used Google to find out that 8 out of the 12 signatories to a
letter advocating to remain in the EU had received grants from the EU.
So they would say that (REMAIN) wouldn’t they?

Note: The Google search probably led Hannan to the websites of the letter
signatories (see disclosure at the end of this post).

He goes on, that the EU

prefer to launder sponsorship through supposedly
independent third parties

The emotive use of the word launder makes us wonder why we aren’t
on the phone to the police already to report this blatant corruption.

But hang on!

That’s actually the way the EU is supposed to work. Those advocating
to leave the EU often refer to the millions paid to the EU by the UK
every week. What is often omitted is that most of the money comes
right back in the form of project monies, loans, farm payments, student
exchanges etc.

Those grants mentioned in the article will have been given out after
a transparent call with clear criteria for what type of projects are
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sought. Every application for one of these grants is carefully scrutinised
both by EU officials and independent outsiders who give points based
on the quality of the project proposal. The guidelines for giving these
points are publicly available. Here is the one for Erasmus+ programmes.
And Hannan knows this as he called the application process Kafkaesque
in another article.

Most project applications don’t get funded, even when they are of high
quality, as the number of applications exceeds the funds available.

There is nothing underhand or fishy about these grants.

This is how this part of the EU is supposed to work!

And I am not surprised that those organisations that have benefited
from these cross border projects seek to convince others not to throw
them away.

Legitimate arguments such as the carefully worked out proposals in
this book are helpful to the debate but I feel that Hannan’s article does
not pass the test of critical analysis.

Of course those who have experienced for themselves the benefits
of support for cross-border collaboration will want to shout about it
and try to maintain their access to this potential. There is nothing
underhand, dishonest or culpable in that.

Full disclosure: I have done a great deal of work on cross-border projects that
were supported by the EU. Part of the condition for receiving the support
is to make sure that those reading and using our results know that the EU
supported it. ie the EU support is in no way meant to be covert.

Note to self: This article would make a great topic for critical analysis in an
International Baccalaureate Theory of Knowledge class!

Originally posted in LinkedIn.

Money-laundering? 37

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/sites/erasmusplus/files/files/resources/2016-expert-guide_en.pdf
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/11644904/A-vision-of-Britain-outside-the-EU-confident-successful-and-free.html
https://www.google.dk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiW2IOx4P_LAhXEQZoKHf5CDOoQFggbMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eureferendum.com%2Fdocuments%2Fflexcit.pdf&usg=AFQjCNEAu_wQ1g3OKcL0TUvY0iI90xyb5A&sig2=VCacfsnIm5eXCiQd9fH1Pg&bvm=bv.119028448,d.bGs
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/money-laundering-how-uk-gets-eu-funds-cross-border-projects-anne-fox


15

Voting to leave is a vote to break-up

So almost a week ago I warned that I would be a EU bore until June
23rd.

Since then I have indeed done a lot of reading and posting and
thinking.

And I’ve moved on a few things.

• I realise now that a UK vote to leave is most likely to lead to
the break-up of the EU. Just so you know.

• I realise that most politicians can only focus on trade and
borders.
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• I realise that those voting to leave are mostly worried about
immigration

• I realise that after leaving the EU most people won’t see
much difference in immigration (unless British universities
stop being good at selling their products and the UK throws
out existing EU migrants) if they go for the Norwegian
model.

• I realise that, although it makes my blood boil, calling out
campaigners on factual errors does no good at all. (It’s all
about values, not facts) but see the link for a really bad one!

• And finally I think I know that concerns about immigration
are a proxy for the malfunctioning global economic system
we find ourselves in right now as exemplified by the Panama
Papers.

• I also realise that the vote is almost certainly lost because I
don’t see Cameron or Corbyn enthusiastically defending the
EU, nor the EU establishment begging the UK to stay (as
that would be political interference).

And when the vote is lost, other EU countries will follow suit because,
by definition, this seething anger over a global phenomenon is not
confined to the UK. And when a central and influential member of the
EU such as the UK says ‘I’m out of here’ then that gives permission for
all the other dissatisfied members to demand an out vote.

And they will.

There will be no cosy free trade agreement with the other 27 members
of the EU. because there won’t be a stable 27-member EU anymore.

I will probably continue posting but more in hope than anticipation
and I will lay off all but the most egregious examples of fact
manipulation such as this one portraying the return of EU funds to the
UK through projects as money laundering and influence buying.

I still believe that we are better off trying to work together and applaud
such initiatives as DIEM25 though I think it comes too late.

Posted originally on Facebook
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Free Brexit book

I am on the Remain side of the EU referendum but I do recognise that
the issues are not clear cut. For example, I could wish for much more
democracy within the EU. Having decided to marshal my arguments
I am looking at many different sources of information. One that is
incredibly useful and free of charge is Richard North’s “FLEXCIT: The
market solution to leaving the EU”

One of the main values of the book is the incredible amount of
background detail provided for most of the main facets of the EU. If
you have ever wondered about CAP or the Fisheries policy then this is
very useful background reading.

Two main points I learned:

• A great deal of EU legislation is based on agreed
international standards. North uses this to argue that
therefore we don’t need the EU.

• Immigration will most likely not be reduced either in the
short-term or the long term (see chapter 7).

The main thing that puzzled me about this book is that the last phase of
withdrawal from the EU is a complete overhaul of the UK democratic
system to increase local accountability. Since a lack of democracy is one
of the main planks of the BREXIT campaign, I would have thought
that this would have been one of the first policies to complete rather
than the last. It made me wonder if there is something about the EU
which would prevent the implementation of localised democracy. But
since the proposed model resembles that of Switzerland, which has
been an applicant country, though it is no longer, then I doubt this
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is the case. It would in any case, indeed be a scandal if the EU in
some way limited the way in which democracy works in its member
countries. There are minimum standards to be met regarding
democracy if you want to join the EU, but no maxima.

The local democracy chapter envisages much more use being made of
the referendum to make decisions and this reminded me of the film
‘The Rise and Rise of Michael Rimmer‘.

I have the impression that many BREXIT voters are motivated by a
desire to significantly reduce immigration. So the fact that this book
carefully explains why this is unlikely to be possible seems like a big
hole in the BREXIT argument for those voters.
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Brexit and Denmark to follow

The anti-EU organisation in Denmark is very excited about the
possibility of Brexit. Should the UK vote out then the anti-EU forces
in Denmark will use that as a lever to push for a Danish referendum.
I know this because I attended a meeting of the Danish anti-EU party
last week. The agenda consisted of two items:

1. What is going on in the UK?
2. What about the TTIP?
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So here is what was discussed with my comments in brackets.

The UK referendum

They reported that part of Cameron’s renegotiations in February
included a stop to paying child benefits to children of East Europeans
not resident in the UK. (Perhaps this was a slip of the tongue but this
clause does not single out East Europeans).

The most exciting part of Cameron’s deal to them was to be left out
of ‘ever closer union’ (even though this has to be ratified by treaty and
never had any concrete meaning in the first place).

They wondered if Britons knew how to vote in a referendum since this
is such a seldom occurrence in the UK and in the last EU referendum
in 1975, there were reports of people not realising they could vote no.
(I can’t verify the 1975 issue).

They talked about the reliability of the polling and recommended
keeping track of the odds from bookmakers as the most reliable
indicator. (I agree for those who are familiar with how betting odds
work!).

The meeting was told that there is only one REMAIN campaign
and several LEAVE campaigns in the UK and that this was because
the REMAIN campaign is not a grassroots one. (I would argue that
since REMAIN is government policy then there is only need for one
REMAIN campaign and that since LEAVE can result in many different
models then there will be different LEAVE campaigns each pushing
their preferred option).

The young are mainly in favour of REMAIN because they have never
known a life outside the EU. (Or because they can see a more flexible
future within the EU)?

Although big business is in favour of REMAIN, SMEs are in favour
of LEAVE because of the paperwork. (As the ultimate SME, I can’t
attribute any additional paperwork to the EU).
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There is an unpleasant anti-foreigner and anti-immigrant tone to the
LEAVE campaign in the UK which is unfortunate since LEAVING is
most unlikely to reduce immigration, especially in the preferred EFTA
version. (I agree).

TTIP

According to the meeting:

• the TransAtlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP)
between the US and the EU is being negotiated in secret
and everything that we know about it is due to what has
been leaked. (I had just been on the EU TTIP website where
a great deal of the TTIP negotiating process is available and
so did not agree that this was true).

• The TTIP is not a partnership between states but between
the EU, a supra-national body and US lobbyists.

• It is ostensibly about reducing tariffs but there are not that
many tariffs to be reduced.

• It is ostensibly about making trade more free but in reality,
the opposite is the case. eg Pharma companies want to extent
the 5 year patent period.

• There is a mismatch between the EU’s precautionary
principle and the US’s, it’s OK until it has been proven to be
harmful, approach.

• The rapporteur in the meeting likened the situation to a
global casino where the multinationals always win.

• It’s likely that any growth as a result of TTIP will go to the
US rather than to the EU where standards are higher.

• The UN is not involved (for example UNECE) because it’s
authority derives from states. Thus democracy is being
sidelined

The conclusion was that if the EU signs up to TTIP then this is a key
reason for leaving the EU.

And so?

The more I delve into the UK referendum, the more I realise that those
voting out don’t know what they are voting for not because they are
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ill-informed but because the result could vary from the Norwegian
solution all the way to WTO-only. Many might wish to end up with
a Norway solution but that is far from guaranteed.

When the UK votes to leave, it has such influence and is such a key
member of the EU that anti-EU parties such as that in Denmark will
use that to demand their own referendum, and if they also vote to leave
then what does a Norway solution mean when you attach yourself to
an ever-diminishing EU?

One thing which you can talk about in Denmark but which you can’t
in the UK is the issue of making decisions on the basis of a wider social
solidarity. The anti-EU movement in Denmark is born out of fear
of losing the solidarity of high environmental and worker safeguards
whereas almost the opposite is the case in the UK. However where
TTIP is concerned, lower US standards become one of the two central
issues. So social solidarity also matters in the UK but at a different level.

Image: Danish exports
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Dialogue: the way forward?

Did you know there was a difference between debate and dialogue?

In debates you are usually trying to score points off your opponent
and win the debate, whereas in dialogue you are trying to build your
own understanding by building bridges to the contribution made by
the other person in the discussion.

46



Find out more about dialogue from these resources:

• Podcast
• Difference between dialogue and debate

Questions

• Are there any parts of the dialogue approach that you
personally might find difficult?

• Is dialogue possible in an IN/OUT question such as this
referendum?

• Are there any upcoming events where you could test your
dialogue skills out? Eg a local meeting, a TV debate?

Now look at the two blog posts about the EU below and

• see if you can identify a couple of good examples of dialogue
and

• maybe also an example of where an approach more in tune
with dialogue may have benefited the discussion.

http://votetoleave.blogspot.dk/2015/10/putting-europhiles-in-their-
place-by.html
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https://scottisheconomicanalysisunit.wordpress.com/2016/04/25/the-
prizes-of-promiscuity/
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Yet more dialogue needed

According to an analysis of the online debate about the UK
referendum on the EU, the two opposing sides are only talking to their
followers and not engaging with each other.

When you only talk to like-minded people, you tend to dehumanise
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the other side and the tone gets worse and worse. And I must say that I
have seen some appalling name-calling on both sides. I highlighted this
one by Daniel Hannan here.

On the one hand I wonder if it isn’t possible to communicate the issues
without resorting to calling the other side, deluded, Machiavellian, or
just plain stupid, but on the other hand I am well aware that politics is
won on values rather than facts. So a call for more sober fact-trading
will not work, even though many potential voters feel that they lack
information (almost certainly true!).

Although I am fairly firmly on one side of the argument, I am grateful
to the BREXIT side for setting out many facts which I did not know.
This was shocking to me given that I had written a whole book about
the EU 20 years ago. I expected to be a little out of date, since I have
not worked on the topic much since then, but I am grateful to the
BREXITeers for telling me about UNECE for example.

So how to tackle

• preaching to the choir
• feeling uninformed
• name-calling and character assassination?

Experts in peace negotiations advocate the use of dialogue as against
debate. There are many differences between debate and dialogue.
Some of the main ones are shown in the table below.
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Try it Out!

Find an article, Tweet, FB post or similar about the EU referendum
that you agree with and think of a way of building on what has already
been said. Perhaps you can ask for clarification or add some facts that
are not included.

Challenge

Then do the same for an article, Tweet, FB post or similar that you
disagree with!

Let me know how you got on (even if the replies ended up just in your
head!).

And remember

Whatever the result on June 23rd, we still have to live with each other,
so the less need for reconciliation and forgiveness, the better.
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EU: A brake on democracy?

The intellectual arm of the Leave campaign seems to be focused on the
issue of democracy. Articles such as this one emphasise the democratic
deficit aspect of the EU in the UK. More than this, the article paints a
very dull and sclerotic picture of democracy in the UK which would
flourish only if the UK left the EU.

I don’t find this argument convincing.

There is much to be done in the UK which is not subject to EU
legislation and I don’t believe the national character of non-
participation would change simply because of our membership status
of an organisation which not many Britons seem to know much about.
I believe that democracy is about much more than casting a vote every
few years and is something which can be practiced in everyday life
through participation and interest in what is going on in your local
environment.

What DemocrWhat Democracyacy ffeels like in Denmarkeels like in Denmark

Having made the move from the UK to Denmark, I find Denmark a
much more democratic society than the UK, in spite of the fact that,
as a British national I can only vote in the local and European elections
here and not in the national vote. How can this be?

Most Danish institutions have an elected overseeing body and many
Danes are willing to serve. I am invited to vote on the boards of
my local electricity companies and health regions for example. Many
Danes are also willing to serve in local politics which means that I often
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know several of the candidates at election time. I just feel closer to the
decision-makers.

And I am a committee member of a local organisation and could easily
add a couple more similar positions very soon. Democracy and the
democratic process are all around me here in Denmark.

Democracy is about participation. And participation is down in part to
national culture not EU strictures.

Let’s not forget that Denmark is also an EU member so I would
contend that this has everything to do with national psyche and almost
nothing to do with EU frameworks. If the EU really were a brake
on democracy then you would find marked differences in democratic
process in the 28 member states as compared to non-EU nations.

DemocrDemocracy as pracy as pre-re-requisite fequisite for being an EU member stateor being an EU member state

And let’s not forget that one of the conditions for joining the EU in
the first place is that certain democratic processes are in place and well-
embedded. The fascist/dictator governments of Portugal, Greece and
Spain in the past would not be eligible for EU entry. So membership of
the EU promotes a basic guarantee for democracy.

A mixed democrA mixed democratic scatic scororecard fecard for the UKor the UK

Back in the UK, school governing bodies have just had their potential
membership restricted with parents no longer mandatory. Here in
Denmark, I have attended countless school parent association meetings
where we were invited to comment on many aspects of our child’s
education. I vividly remember one emergency meeting that was called
to discuss a disciplinary issue, which one parent thought was a step
too far and very pointedly demonstrated that this was an issue for the
school to decide.

The short extract below from The Rise and Rise of Michael Rimmer
shows how too much democracy might feel!

EU: A brake on democracy? 53

http://www.theguardian.com/education/2016/mar/17/parent-governor-role-scrapped-schools-teacher-qualifications


Sure the EU could be more democratic, even accepting that it was
never a democratic project in the first place in the same way that
NATO and WTO are not democratic. And there have been steps
in the right direction such as the establishment of the European
Parliament which has gradually acquired more powers (they can’t win
here: Either the EP is a toothless, budget guzzling organisation or it
is a power hungry supra-national organ) and the Citizens Petition,
available since 2009 which allows any individual or organisation to
force consideration of an issue that comes under the purview of the EU.

54 Y Stay UK

http://www.tubechop.com/watch/7873473
https://ystayuk.wordpress.com/democracy/
https://ystayuk.wordpress.com/democracy/


Those who work in the EU are very well aware of the limits of their
power, both actual and political. I have first-hand experience of this in
several meetings that included EU officials who were quick to point
out the limits of their jurisdiction, not in a complaining way but in the
manner of a neutral adjudicator.

National politicians also have the choice to take the EU more seriously,
in the Council and in the summits. The UK does not seek the approval
of Parliament for the positions their ministers will take in these summits
but other EU nations do, so this is another avenue for transparency and
accountability. If Parliament does not talk about its work at EU level
and the media do not report it then it is no wonder that the electorate
feel both disempowered and ill-informed. But that is not the fault of
the EU.

The desire for democratic influence will flourish under the most
restrictive regimes. Take the example of the democracy movements in
Eastern Europe in the 1980s. So if we are not seeing that in the UK, it is
not about lack of opportunity, but about something more deep-seated.
Democracy is about so much more than national politics. It is about
having a stake and an interest in those organisations and institutions
which influence our lives at all levels, whether that is local, national or
international.

The FlatPack Democracy movement that began in Frome is a great
example of people taking an interest and doing something concrete
to change their own lives. The FlatPack initiative was enabled by a
new national law on local government that had nothing to do with
the EU. What is really interesting about the localism bill is that it
reframed Local Authority powers from a list of allowed activities to
a list of disallowed activities. So if something is not disallowed, then
it is allowed and that has been very liberating. So the potential for
democracy in the UK has been strengthened in this instance.

At the moment it looks as though the REMAIN vote will win. Is this
an excuse for the continuing atrophy of democracy in the UK?
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The Future

I strongly believe there is little link between membership of the EU
and the state of democracy in the UK. If we want people in the UK
to feel more engaged, it is about much more than membership or not
of the EU. It is about promoting civic engagement in schools and
following that up with genuine calls for participation and engagement
in everyday life at all levels.

Image: https://www.flickr.com/photos/suxsie_q/5581079091
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The S-word

On April 18th I wrote:

One thing which you can talk about in Denmark but which
you can’t in the UK is the issue of making decisions on the
basis of a wider social solidarity. The anti-EU movement
in Denmark is born out of fear of losing the solidarity of
high environmental and worker safeguards whereas almost
the opposite is the case in the UK. However where TTIP
is concerned, lower US standards become one of the two
central issues. So social solidarity also matters in the UK but
at a different level.
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And since that date I have not seen any reference to the S-word in the
UK commentary on the EU.

Solidarity is also about the peace issue. Perhaps the world has moved
on since the 1950’s but the European project was originally a peace
project. For a member as important as the UK to leave sends a strong
signal that the peace-making element of the EU is no longer relevant.

Depending on how much you value the peace-making role of the EU,
this could trump any financial benefits or losses attached with leaving
or staying.

I have heard voices saying that keeping the peace is the role of NATO
but a peace built solely on the armies is not real or stable peace. I know
that there is not an exact overlap of membership between NATO
and the EU but the EU works hard on the soft side of peacemaking
which at its most basic involves people from different cultures meeting,
talking and, most importantly, working together.

When Remainers speak about free movement and Erasmus+ student
exchanges, it can sound a little weak and woolly, but in reality these
are the types of initiatives which make the prospect of war and other
conflicts between EU members less likely.

It is a pity that the peace dividend is not part of the UK debate (except
for exaggerated claims about World War 3 which are easily dismissed).
I think this is partly because the EU referendum debate is very inward-
looking and does not take into account the seismic effect that a UK
Leave could have on the rest of Europe.

Image: https://www.flickr.com/photos/atelier_tee/152808185
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Leading not leaving
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This is the title of a new book by Gordon Brown which makes the case
for Britain to stay in the EU. A digital version will set you back about
£3.

My reading list tends to those who can put their point across with
respect.
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On the Leave side I have read Roger Bootle’s “The Trouble with
Europe” and Richard North’s FLEXCIT. These both contain a great
deal of very useful background even though, in the end, I disagree with
the authors’ conclusions. Bootle’s is the least partisan of the two.

Gordon Brown’s challenge is to put a positive slant on the case for
Remain, since the main REMAIN tactic has been to emphasise the dire
consequences should we leave. By showing how Britain could be even
more of a leader in the EU than it is at present, the diet of doomsday
predictions is avoided.

Common to all three books is a great deal of historical background.
Brown’s book is the one that serves up the most history, no doubt
because Brown himself was part of a great many of the historic
decisions that have been made about the EU. But for me, the historical
background is absolutely critical because without it we are just
counting money and the number of EU laws and neither make much
sense outside of a historical context.

Brown makes a powerful case, in his account of the past, for the critical
role that Britain has already played in Europe.and makes a good case
for strengthening that role in the future.

What would be interesting would be to invite Bootle and North to
annotate Brown’s book and vice versa!

Image: https://www.flickr.com/photos/horiavarlan/4263328317
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Trying to dialogue

It is very hard to switch from point-scoring debate to constructive
dialogue! Especially in politics where feelings run high.

But if the aim is to convince opponents to switch sides then although
the probability is remote, it is even more remote if the tone is
disrespectful, accusatory and negative.

I have previously set out the building blocks of dialogue. How does
that work out in practice?

Judge for yourself with these extracts of Twitter conversations. How
would you have responded?
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Another one here:
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And finally.
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Perhaps you can put them in order. Which works best and worst?
Why? How else could the conversation have gone?
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Post-referendum accord

Most people seem to realise that the tone of the EU referendum
campaign has been harsh so far. This is why in both the 4 week course
and the mini course I organised on the topic of the referendum, I
included some guidelines on using dialogue rather than debate. And
some commentary has just been unacceptable and conducted as though
the Internet did not exist and that nobody else understands English.

And more than that, that the other side may have had a point (more
than one actually). At the moment, it looks as though Remain will win.
This does not mean that the Brexit side had no value. I learned a great
deal from some of the more thoughtful contributors such as Pete North
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and there is certainly much work to be done to improve the workings
of the EU, should the UK remain.

Thankfully, it seems that others are realising that Britons have to live
together after June 23rd, whatever the outcome. There is also the
beginnings of a positive plan in this article.

A good starting point would be the Balance of Competences series of
reports commissioned by the coalition government in 2012-14, a great
initiative not followed by many other EU member states.

The need for constructive dialogue does not stop after June 23rd!

68 Y Stay UK

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/jonathan-lindsell/eu-referendum_b_9747332.html
http://infacts.org/cameron-follow-brown-showing-uk-can-lead-eu/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/review-of-the-balance-of-competences


25

Head or heart?

A constant refrain in the EU referendum debate from potential voters
has been that they feel ill-informed.

Without wishing to sound rude, I think they might be right.

And this lack of knowledge is not going to be fixed by a glossy
leaflet or even a couple of feature-length articles in a newspaper (even
assuming that we can trust what is in the papers!).

As David Mitchell suggests, this referendum IS a complicated issue.

I have had the luxury of being able to devote a lot of time to getting
up to spin and even that was building on the knowledge I had gained
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to write my textbook on the EU 20 years ago. So if I have found it a
challenge, I am not surprised that people with less free time and less of
a background feel ill-informed.

Then I had a thought. Perhaps the EU question is covered in school?
The only appropriate place apart from history, Government & Politics,
Economics or Sociology A-levels would be PSHE at the lower levels.
But taking a look at the guidelines for PHSE, I can see that it is
a crowded curriculum where other topics probably have a greater
priority. I started looking at EU lesson plans such as this one and
discovered a couple of 60 minute sessions which ended up with ‘If
you were the PM, would you recommend that we stay or leave?’ type
of questions which could hardly be answered robustly in the time
available.

So if this is truly the most important vote in 50 years for the UK
electorate then I would say they have been very inadequately prepared
and it is expecting too much for people to become informed enough in
the space of a couple of months so that they can vote with confidence.

Voting is always more a matter of gut than logic so in that sense this
may not matter.

But whatever the outcome, if this question really is so important then I
would suggest finding a proper place for it in the curriculum as soon as
possible.

I would suggest that Parliament has more say in what Ministers decide
at EU meetings and I would suggest that the media make a better job
of reporting from the EU.
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Where are the women?

Where are the women?

I have been devoting a great deal of time to the EU referendum debate
and have noted that the tone is harsh, full ofad hominem attacks and
straw men.

I have been trying to advocate constructive dialogue rather than point-
scoring debate.

I am also aware that the raw anger in many cases could be part of a
deliberate political tactic so that voters vote against the side that made
them the most furious. We do things in anger which we would never
dream of in calmer times.
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I have also been in some extremely uncomfortable places as a result of
trying to find out more about the issues surrounding the referendum,
including attending a small meeting of folk rooting for the other side,
which I managed to extricate myself from before I could be roped
in to write pro-Brexit letters to newspapers. I have now settled on a
few trusted sources on both sides of the argument but my first scatter
gun searches on sites such as YouTube led me to some extremely dark
places that would make me want to erase my search history.

And now I realise that those trusted sources are all male, or male-
dominated.

There are always more men than women involved in public life and
politics generally but I sense that this debate is more male-dominated
than most.

Why is that?

I think that the way the debate has gone is not at all inviting for women
(and probably many men come to that) so that we are left with the
loudest voices.

There has to be room in a democracy for diverse voices and the way
that this debate has gone makes it safe only for dominant males. And
since democracy is one of the rallying cries, especially on the BREXIT
side then how about a bit of democracy in the campaign? Is this the
way business is done in any other important context? I doubt it.

This appeared on my Twitter Feed today and it is very apt:

equity feels like oppression when you’ve had all the power.
It is not. You’re simply, finally having to share

And when I challenged one website for featuring mainly males the
response I got was:

1/5 of our writers/editors [are women]: More general point,
which of us would you replace, and with whom?
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implying that the debate is a zero-sum game with room only for a
limited number of participants.

Research tells us that diversity leads to better results and more
creativity.

A more positive approach may invite more women (and men) to take
part in the discussion.

I keep saying that democracy is not just about ballot cards and this is
just one example where the two sides need to make it more inviting to
take part in the debate without fear of being mercilessly attacked.

If not, whichever side wins on June 24th will leave everyone with an
extremely sour taste in their mouths and a desire never to re-visit the
topic again, when what we need is more interest in the EU rather than
less.
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Who says so?

Who’s talking now?

Can you guess which side these word clouds come from? One is from
a prominent Remain website and the other is from a prominent Leave
site. But which is which?

Word Clouds show the most commonly used words in size order. So
the biggest word is the one that is used the most and so on.
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My democratic journey?

My democratic journey

I have no vote in UK elections therefore was not entitled to vote in
the recent EU referendum even though the result of that vote had the
potential to drastically alter my life as a British expat based elsewhere
in the EU. I was therefore on the side of Remain but what could I do
without a vote?

Had I had a vote, it is not certain that I would have taken the path that
I did. But I was so angry at being disenfranchised that I tried to find
ways of influencing those that do have the vote instead. Given that I
live in Denmark, this had to be online.

Inform myself

This wasn’t a standing start since I had written a textbook twenty years
ago about the EU but I wanted to make sure that I was up to date.
Almost immediately I ended up in uncomfortable territory watching a
YouTube video with doomy music lamenting the death of the white
race in the UK.

• Follow #Brexit bloggers and websites
• Attend a meeting of the movement against the EU in

Denmark[link]

Inform others

I was picking up on the main arguments so thought I could summarise
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them (I am a teacher don’t forget!). So this is what I did to inform
others.

• Started a FlipBoard magazine collecting the best articles
from both sides of the argument

• Made some graphics on Canva which were then tweeted
and included in articles I wrote.

• Started a new WordPress site YStayUK.wordpress.com
• Write blog posts also on LinkedIn
• Tweeted interesting posts and tweets from both sides
• Prepared a free 4-week online course on WiZiQ
• Prepared a shorter less formal version of the course for

Twitter, the #EUTwitterChallenge

Promote dialogue

The online debate was acrimonious with a great deal of name-calling
and fear-mongering. Both sides will need to live together after the
referendum therefore I tried to promote dialogue as a strategy for
discussion, whereby you try and build and extend on the other person’s
argument rather than destroying it and point-scoring.

Is this democracy anyway?

So have I been part of the democratic process or not?
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More information

More info

Here are a few resources to learn more.

Neutral

The UK in a changing Europe http://ukandeu.ac.uk/

Fact Check EU http://factcheckeu.org/

Fullfact https://fullfact.org/europe/

Remain

Richard Corbett, Labour MEP, is doing a great job of explaining the issues on his
website and in his free app. http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/app/

The EU scorecard produced annually by British Influence which shows progress
made or otherwise on different issues in the EU by the British.

Gordon Brown Britain: Leading not Leaving

The UK government is advocating a Stay vote. here is their leaflet.

InFacts

From the UK Government
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Rights and Obligations of European Union Membership

Why the Government believes that voting to remain is the best decision for the
UK

Alternatives to membership: possible models for the UK outside the EU

From the EU

The EU has been informing EU citizens about what it does and how for many
years. The best option is to visit its Teachers Corner. Here is a selection:

Europe: A journal for Young People

Europe in 12 Lessons

How the European Union works

Leave

An app called Eurosceptic by Daniel Hannan. The first chapter is called ‘After we
leave – making Britain great again’ which does not exactly resonate well with
me given what’s going on over the pond.

‘Flexcit: The Market Solution to Leaving the EU’ by Richard A E North 2016
Available freehere.

Vote Leave

‘The Trouble with Europe‘ by Roger Bootle 2015
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Blogs

Peter North http://peterjnorth.blogspot.dk/

Richard North http://eureferendum.com/

Ben Kelly https://thescepticisle.com/

Government

Balance of Competences

The UK government did an unusual thing in 2011 by commissioning a series of
in-depthreports on the main aspects of the UK’s membership of the EU. It is
unusual in that few other EU member states have done the same. These were
prepared during 2012-2014 and are available in their entirety here. The reports
cover all the main issues such as agriculture, fisheries, migration, the Single
Market, Human Rights and many more. The main purpose of the reports was
to evaluate whether the balance of powers between the EU and the UK were
appropriate. The final conclusion is of course mixed but on balance that the
distribution of powers is about right with a need for change at the margins.

Warning! Long (but that is what such a complicated issue as the EU merits to do a
thorough job).
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About the author

I am a British citizen living in Denmark who does not have a vote in
the forthcoming UK referendum on whether to stay in the EU.

This is because I have been in Denmark more than 15 years after which
I lost my right to vote in national elections anywhere.

I understand the political realities about why this is.

However, I believe that the result of the vote has the potential to affect
me and my immediate family in a very negative way if the result is
OUT.
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I also believe that, setting aside personal preferences, those who vote
OUT may not get what they bargained for. This makes me doubly
frustrated as, not only will I, and the ca. two million other British expats
around the EU lose out, but it will have been in vain.

Full disclosure: I wrote a textbook about the European Union a very long
time ago. Now very out of date though the basics still hold good.

And yes I do work in European projects where, incidentally, we often provide
feedback to the European Commission on the topic area we are working on.
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